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27 October 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 27 October 1969

DDCI was in the chair.

DD/I reported that the Director received a request from Dr.
Kissinger for an assessment of recent Soviet and Chinese reactions
to the U. S. readiness exercise and added that the finished response
will be in hand by the close of business today.

DD/I commented that as yet there is no scheduled NSC meeting
this week.

Godfrey noted that Lebanon is relatively quiet.

By pointing to the item in today's CIB, Godfrey noted that the
reported Soviet reaction to U. S. naval presence in the Mediterranean
was the Soviets reacting to Exercise } However, he
added that there has since been some shilt in U. S. naval presence in

which might be reflected in future reporting.

Carver reported that low-level photography suggests the ChiCom
road building survey in Laos is further extended than we thought earlier.
DDCI questioned whether Souvanna Phouma is opposed to attacking
certain areas held by the ChiComs, and the DD/P and Carver briefed
on the evolution of Souvanna Phouma's ground rules.

Carver noted that he will be meeting for the first time with Larry
Lynn's subcommittee on Vietnam. He added that he will also be seeing
Deputy Secretary Packard today.

Maury reported that Chairman Mahon has indicated that the main
topics of interest for our scheduled appearance Wednesday before the
House CIA Appropriations Subcommittee are materials on Soviet and
ChiCom weapons. He added that some questions pertaining to our
budget are anticipated, and the Executive Director noted that either he

or will attend.
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Maury noted receipt of a letter from Wilfred Rommel, Assistant
Director of the Bureau of the Budget for Legislative Reference, requesting
certain actuarial data in connection with our draft retirement legislation.

25X

DD/S&T noted that on 26 October the Soviets test fired an SS-9
with multiple re-entry vehicles. He added that they received some
calls over the weekend expressing concern over what this Soviet testing
might mean in terms of the projected SALT talks.

DD/S&T briefly highlighted the work of the Strategic Intelligence
Panel, which met last week. He commented that they were somewhat
critical of our Estimates in terms of their clarity. Bross noted a
similar concern on the part of PFIAB (Admiral Anderson), and con-
siderable discussion followed on how best to package the material con-
tained in Estimates in order to effect clarity.

Bross queried about what happened to the notion that j | 25X
will head up a NET Estimate Group in DDR&E. D/ONE commented
that he thinks this is still in the cards, but DD/S&T noted the possibility
that this whole task might go to ARPA. Bross suggested that DD/S&T
query on this matter at some appropriate time.

DD/P mentioned that they are doing an annotation of the Sunday
New York Times item by Henry Kamm, '""U. S. Runs a Secret Laotian
Army.' He noted that this was the first in a four-part series, the
second of which is in today's Times.

DD/P noted that he will be meeting with WSAG on Lebanon
tomorrow and does not know whether this will conflict with the scheduled
303 Committee meeting.

25X1

L. K. White
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Three weeks of discussions’

U A‘ Runs a " 6cret LaOZ.IaH Afmyl 'with the best-informed Ameri-!

—— -

T

i can, Laotian and other officials,

.In Washmgton, a. Senate For-:
eign Relations subcommittee is |
meeting in closed session . to in-
vestigate the obscure war that

4 has been raging for years'in |

the kingdom of Laos. The fol- |
lowing article is the first in a |
series by correspondents of The
. New York Times giving the
"background of what, has been ;
called the "tw:ltght war”,. m
the remote “interior of Laos.|
By HENRY KAMM
Speclal to'The New York Times

_ VIENTIANE, Laos, Oct. 20—
The United Stdtes maintains and
largely controls an army of ir-

regulars 'in Laos. =
“The force, known as the
Armée Clandestine, is made up
mainly of Mep hill (tribesmen
from the north. It has borne the
brunt of the fighting against
North Vietnamese intruders and

i *all of whom decline to be pub~
it licly identified, produce a fairly
comprehenswe picture of the

(clandestine army, rounding out

sketchy details that have be-
come known in the past.

It. was organized and is led
1by Maj. .Gen. Vang Pao, a 40-
| year-old: former sergeant in the
lFrench ‘colonial army. It is
I'armed,” equipped, fed, paid,
|'guided strategically and tacti-
i-cally, and often transported into
and out of actlon by the United
;States. | -

More than any other Laotian,)
.even the Premier, General Vang,|
Pao represents American hopes
to stabilize the military. and
political situation in’. Laos-—
threatened, like South Vietnam,j
by North Vietnamese infiltra-
tors .and - by Hanoi’s ‘internal
ally, in this .case known as the
Pathet Lao.” . .
' In the American view, the
Meo role is dictated by North
Vietnamese disregard of the
1962- Laotian neutrality agree-
ments. Hanoi’s forces, the

Pathet Lao rebels. Its military

1Americans say, continue to pour

successes in récent months re- through Laos along the Ho Chi
 versed, a_deterioration of the Minh Trail of roadways into
situation that had brought Lao- S°Uth Vietnam.

The closest secrecy surrounds
tian and American officials to }th ¢ presence of Americans and

g "the edge of despalr in mldsum- lother foreigners, including

sg3 mer. A ,Thals, engaged by the  Cen-

<¢s  The big questnon in Laos now;tral Intelligence Agency for
§ is whethet the North vlema-[the -secret - force. Estimates

¢ ‘mese, now estimated at 50,000 ra“gebﬁg’}‘e “510 to 5{”’%“1 h‘t‘}‘]‘e' °,

# strong, will return to the gt t;teal u N peope ow ‘

tack in the weeks and months Some A me ricans kxlle d o

to come and whether, the clan-}. -
i destine army, aided by con- toﬁ?;géga&seé@il‘i’é"z‘écﬁ%?nﬁgf ‘
¥ ; tinuing heavy American aerial operations in order to aintain

3 bombing, can stem. the tide the secrecy of their .presence,
P, once more. ' “|However, the contention of
3 At a time when the 15-year- American _ officials that no

z- L
ATUS: officer supemsing the’ 'training of 'soldners earlyi1a0s is a subject of debate in
Q ‘period. °t»»umted States.. mmmm}nv"lvemem in; I.aosk Paris and of critical scrutiny
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;in the Senate, United States of-
lflc1als here make it clear that|
-'they consider the clandestine
ioperations justified. They -cite
[the results so far, the alterna-
itives——from - abandonment to
.the committing of Thai or eved
American forces to combat, all
,0f which they deem even less
desnrable—the minimal use of
Amencan men and the conten-

" ition that the operations are far
less costly than the expense. of
imamtammg a regular division
in combat in Vietnam. -

: .. Size and Cost Unclear

There are no estimates avail-y
able on the cost of the clan-
Its size —like
in -a country:

jdesting arm
lmost statlstlcs

Moswn 013 American commitmeint - in{C-LA. agent has been killed by.

enemy bullets was contradicted
‘by Laotians close to, General
‘Vang Pao.

The sources reported that the;
great loyalty of Americans who
work with the "Meos had often

a number of C.LA. men. . -

The intelligence agency Iis
known to exercise control over]
the clandestine army. It keeps
the Laotian High Command and
Government advised, but its red
lations with the " clandestine
force are-in effect direct and
frequently pass_ outsxde regular
channels.

The principal reason is des
iscribed as a lack of confidence
in the effectiveness of the Lao.

tian Army as a fighting force
and in the efficiency and ln-
corruptibility of officers and of:
‘ficials who would handle Amer-1

swhere va%ucness is @ way ofican sapplies.

fllfe—-ns also uncertain, Those
who are in a good position to!;
_ iknow put the total at 40,000, of

iwhom some 15,000 are more or

. The principal reason is de~
“scribcd as a lack or confidence:
Yn the . effectiveness of . the

%ﬂﬁﬁé fighting

Jif’fﬁciencv .and

continued
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. ;reports put the total higher.
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y become full-time fighters

officials who would handi
en their region is threatened.

American supplies. By contrast,
the Americans say, the Meos. In addition, all male Meos,
are reliable fighters whose tra- from the very young to the very
lditional hostility to all intruders old, fight when their villages
|on their territory can be turned are attacked and form a sort of
ito advantage. = “* .home pguard under General
| In addition to the C.LA., the'Vang Pao’s command.

{large staff of American military’ The  general’s operational
{attachés at the embassy coun-base is at Long Cheng, a top-
sels the guerrilla units in the:secret camp and airstrip south
field. Officially there are more of the Plaine des Jarres that is
than 70 assistant attachés under accessible only to authorized
the command of Lieut. Col.Laotians and Americans.

Edgar Duskin, but unconfirmed _ Six miles to the north is Sam
Thong, the town that serves as

t:-.AFamnlles.Also Get Supplies of the Second Military Region.
|- The United States -Agency Militarily it is only a show win-
. for ‘Intérnational Development gow, a place for, the general to

in Thailand.

his headquarters as commander}

‘tion. Because of the secrecy of

‘the operations involved, the

- channels food and supplies to receive visitors who are notlawards

the Meo fighters and their gupposed to know of the clan-{inqunced.

G AsRER8
Long Cheng, s¢
hazardous missions.
In 1965 a Laotian coloncl
named Thong, one of the few
non-Meos close to General
Vang Pao, was mortally wound-
ed by sniper fire in northern
North Vietnam not far from
the Chinese frontier when a
helicopter that had picked up a
‘pilot was about to take off. He
‘died in an American hospital

84400t

t on their

. Colonel Thong was posthu-
‘mously awarded the American
,Silver, Star; he was jone of two
or three Laotian soldiers to re-
ceive a United States decora-

have 'not been an-

004120084 -0hd helicopters t!
the hundreds of landing strips;
that dot the countryside. A

According to the United
States Embassy, Air America
lemploys 207. Americans__and|
IContinental 73. Both also use|
iiconsiderable numbers of Lao-!
itian, Thais and Filipinos, but; -
inot as pilots. -
|, With the Meos the pianes
[carry some of their belongings,
land often the bundles and boxes
licontain the Meo's favorite cash
|lcrop, opium. This is known to
lithe C.A. and it does not make|
iofficials happy, but they say

‘would create a morale problem
jamong a hard-pressed but reso-

that to crack down seriously| . '

families. The flow of military
goods is handled through the

- Two private airlines, Al
{America and Continental Air|
Services, are under contract to

the aid agency but are believed
to be controlied at least partly
by the C.LA. Their planes and
elicopters provide the essential
eans of transport for the
landestine army men and
their depeadents in: this moun-.
tainous and largely roadless,
kingdom., R oot
" General Vang Pao wears three;
hats. A et
As a major general in the
Laotian Army he is commander
fiof the Second Military Region,
the area of the heaviest fight-
ing, ‘including. the vital Plaine
des Jarres, which hé recaptured,
last August and September’
after. five years of enemy occu-
pation of the area.. e
As .chief of the clandestine

" {fourth.

PORE

. iactions, preferring to disperse

.5"* Ygroup for counterattack. -
. % The remaining members of

. |bound to their immediate re-

army he controls the most.ef-
fective fighting force in-north-
ermn Laos, an area including
three of the country’s five mili-
|tary regions and, much of a
- Finally, through ' the - power,
position he has achieved as-a,
result .of heavy American -sup-.
port-and of his own personal

- _dynamism-and military. ability,!|perform

he has wrested leadership over’
;ghg Meo from other contenders.!
; The mindrity of Meos, a short,
tough Montagnard people most
" of whom in Laos are believed
to be anti-Communist, was esti-.
mated by General Vang Pao at

.+ & recent meeting with newsmen

to number 450,000;. non-Meos.

.. put the total at 250,000. The,
population of Laos is estimated |’

at three million in an area

slightly smaller than that ofi)

Oregon.

I .The more or less full-time
Meo force of 15,000 is deployed
ifreely and fights few defensive

]

ibefore superior strength and re-

. |the fighting force are more

Requirements Office, a b,ranch_

f yof the aid agency. ‘
ILEGIE® Y. e Al

destine army and the American
support for it. N

Bustling Refugee Cente

_At, Sam Thong the visitor is
shown a. bustling refugee cen-
ter sustained by United States
aid, where Meos' wearing their
traditional black  costumes
brightened by. multicolored

sashes, scarves and headgear
await resettlement. -

Some are indeed refugees,
displaced either by enemy ac-
tion or by American bombing.

1Others are soldiers who are be-

ing ‘moved from one hilltop to
another. (Meo fighting men sel-|
dom travel without their wives
and -children, and moving a
combat unit usually means re-
settling the families.) .
“‘Long Cheng is strictly mili-
{tary and strictly ' clandestine.
The planes and helicopters. that
take. off from the ‘Sam ‘Thong
airstrip when visitors are about,
|carry refugees and rice. Those
at Long Cheng carry soldiers,
arms and ammunition to battle.)
- Long Cheng is also the.center
of .a far-flung radio networki
that links. the irregulars. - i
..The Meo forces include many
small groups in regions largely
under enemy control, some in-
side and some outside the tra-
ditional Meo homelands. They
reconnaissance  on
|North  Vietnamese activities
land, in the northernmost re-
1gion, Chinese activities as well.
* During the American .bomb-:
ing of North Vietnam, the forces,
of the clandestine army manned
observation posts on both sides
of the frontier, protected high-
ly sensitive. American installa-
tions that guided the attacking;
;planes and participated in many,
rescues of Ametican pilots. .

. Guided Planes to Target

The principal American-
equipped and partly American-
manned stations connected with
the bombings were at Phathi
and Nakhang.- Phathi, on a
peak in the northeast, had radar
and navigational beacons that
guided planes to their/targets.

Both stations also sexved as
advance bases for rescue heli-
copters. Obs¢rvation teams used

||known to have helped organize, iy ynaerwrites “§malléf ~ ¢lan-

Another:-Laotian decorated by {lute people. : {
the Ulni_teddsmtes'El also po(s:thu-‘ The Meos’ morale and Gen-
mously and secretly, was Capt.lera] Vang Pao's prestige were
Ly Leu, a nephew of ‘General b ;
Vv : “|badly shaken when a North
taai:gw,s:: X:f ndgwny?zgtg ;:ap,- ‘Vietnamese offensive early last
he was considered the ace of|year resulted in the loss of more
the Loatian Air Force.,: which|Meo territory and heavy casu-
flies obsdlete propeller-driven|alties. The installations at Pha-
Amenctar(\i 'tI‘Z‘S) tr‘a;mmg planesiiyi and Nakhang were overrun
g:o;vler ed 1o bombers. .. |[but had been destroyed before
ole Dates From Early 50’S 'iho enemy arrived. According
‘Although the- American con-lts unconfirmed reports, two|

nection with the ' clandestine' |Americans were killed at Na-
army is never officially "ac- ikhang. ;

knowledged, Americans are' The United States also heavi:

train and equip the Meo fighters destine forces in southern Laos,

jmen. -

since the early nineteen-fifties.!
The task was performed by
Army and C.I.A. men until thei

provided for Laotian meutrality
and barred all but French mili-
tary advisers. The Central In-
telligence Agency then took
over the functions, sometimes
using officers who had resigned
from the Army so-they could:
continue their tasks.. -
According to Laotian sources,
three . 'agency representatives
are attached to General Vang;
Pao at Long Cheng and a few
dozen others work in the field
with. his forces. Even people
iwho see them frequently know
themy only by fictitious first
names or nicknameés. -
In.addition to the Americans,
the sources said, a number of
Thai citizens.in the employ of
the C.LA. provide tactical guid-

ported to be active in the main-
tenance of equipment and South
Vietnamese are said to be radio

- Americans are - running the
airbase facilities at Long Cheng
and Sam Thong K and ‘the
more advanced communications
équipment. No reliable estimate
of their number is available.
As for casualties,” American
officials - concede that intelli-
gence agents have been Kkilled
when planes have crashed.

Pilots in the Middle

The most extensive direct in-
volvement of Americans’in mili-

......

gions, - their . famill}pgmlvehh
\raising,, of ..the..orincipal . Meo

pilots:. to.; Phathi, or, Nakhang,

Geneva accord of 1962, whichj

ance. Some Filipinos arg re-||’

{linto

‘They consist of so-called special
%guerrilla -units and trail-watchs
ers. .. - e
,Keeplpg the Paths Open-. i
‘The special units' have : the|
principal mission of maintain+
ing access to the Ho Chi Minh,
and Sihanouk .Trails for the
agents who monitor traffic
moving' on those supply lines
from North Vietnam and Cam-’
bodia to the Communist forces
in South Vietnam. Many of the -
guarrillas are based in a region -
north of thé Cambodian border,
known as, the Plateau des Bo-
lovens. =~ ., S
- The trail-watchers radic ins
formation about convoys and

)

-llcoolie caravans on the network

of jungle and mountain paths:
The C.IA. station at Udon, in;
northeastern Thailand, then ace
tivates planes at Ubon, close .
to the Laotian border. A
Occasionally guerriila teams,;
American Special Forces units;
from Vietnam or C.LA. teams}
are assigned the perilous mis-|
sion of attacking installations
ior supply depots alongside the) ’
.trail. Casualties are said to have!
been heavy.
In the south the Central In-
telligence -Agency works with!

1ithe commander of the Fourth

Military Region, Maj. Gen. Phas
souk Somly,. a tough and effi<
cient soldier. General Phasouk’s
forces are more fully integrated
than ‘are- General Vang Pao’s
the "Laotian command.
About a thousand of his special
units wére the main driving

%ﬁ‘ﬁﬂ*ﬁlﬁ%&?ﬂﬁ%ﬂ‘iﬁiﬁgﬁwm ;ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@iﬁaﬁmm& fust monts <
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v t'three 'million,
- "~ants of Thai peoples who

ture of Muong Phine, an ims

%ortant center just west of the ,'

o Chi Minh Trail.
I ndependent M eo -

M
% The Meo tribesmen are
flercely independent warriers
who live in the mountams of

‘*,_ Like the Lao, the dommant
! grated from southern China.

‘half - of the populatlon -of

"'moved south between the 6th;
~and 13th centuries, the Meo,»
N also known as Miao, arrived
o in the mid-19th century.

> The Meo speak a language
‘that .is part of the broad
Sino-Tibetan language fam- .

ily, which also includes Thai
“and Burmese. Three million

“Meo- still live in southern:

,%% While the Lao are plain-
“dwellers and rice eaters, the
'Meo live only at altitudes’
'above 3,000 feet and often
grow corn- m preference ‘to

ince ‘ :

g The basic religion of the
‘Meos is ancestor. worship.
“combined with animistic be-~
'liefs. The Lao believe in’
Hinaya Buddhism, the doml-

'nant faith of Laos.
i~ During the Indochina war

.the Meo allied themselves™
‘with ‘the Vietnam-backed:
‘Pathet'Ldo and a few with ”

Appro\)e'r Release 2005/11/23 :
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¥ “Oregon, surrounded by Communist China,' North Vietnam, .
* Fierce as FJghters, ¢
" tion, estimated at three million,. includes Lao, Thai, Meo, :}
- and other ethnic groups with little sense of national iden- -
. tity, Natural resources unsurveyed; 85 per cent of people
¢ live by subsistence farming. I
THE TROOPS—On the Government side, “about 70,000 ] -
‘7. regulars, plus tens of thousands of guertillas. On the pro-
15 Communist side, about 45,000 North Vietnamese regulars
" plus 30,000 Pathet Lao insurgents. An unknown number of
D . Americans operate in Laos or from Thailand. Nearly
1Wh11e the Lao, who form |

4
“northern Laos. . Jis

\ethnlc group,. the Meo mi- |}

" ing roads in northern Laos. - )

are descend-{’
. trying to maintain its mdependence and the temtor:a] in-

“.to protect the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the road network over 1{
- which their men and supplies move intd South Vietnam.
..Some officials assert they. may also be. trying to place:

' Laos under Pathet Lao rule..

: control area along Ho Chi Minh Trail, but i in' recent months,
“have been driven eastward and northeastward - off the
- Plaine des Jarres, which controls country’s main roadways.

“China and several hundred |:

HR
~ |‘thousand in North Vietnam. .eign Relations subcommittee is nearing the end of its -in-

_quiry on this subject. Economic aid 1955-69: $643-million.
“of the Indochina settlement reached at Geneva, Laos was

.be integrated into the political structure. In 1962, after

"nation conference in Geneva decreed that all forexgn mili-
" tary forces were to leave Laos and not return, Foreign arms, 5
.were prohibited except for conventional weapons neces-"
‘sary for national defense. Both sides contend that they
‘i-have abided by the. 1962 agreements, both are known to"
I have broken them. ;
‘after World War II some of |
- view activities in Laos as part of drive against: Saigon re-

‘the French. In recent years:

fthelr atfliion has _shifted .

FYAd. NEW York ﬂmss
: ﬂi"..ﬂ AC&%AM g serves: as the: base of the clandeqtine forces
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La.os War At a “?Glance ”‘*
THE COUNTRY—A landlocked state abdut the size of ;: :

South Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Burma. Popula- i ]

20,000 Chinese Communist construction troops are bUIld-’.'-'

OBIJECTIVES—Government, -with Americah help, is’' ;;

over most of the ﬂghtmg on.the Communist side, are trymgx )

TERRITORY HELD—North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao

In recent days, there have been reports of beginning of a
pro-Communist counteroffensive in this area.
AMERICAN COMMITMENTS—Unclear. A Senate For-‘;:

Military aid, 1955-62: $128-mxlhon, since 1962, undisclosed.”
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS—In 1954, as part W

declared neutral and the Pathet Lao were allowed to retain &f
two.provinces bordering on North Vietnam until they could .

civil war, a "coalition government was established, a 14-

.
r»l‘
f

ROLE IN PARIS TALKS—North Vxetnamese appear to:

gime. Military pressure applied in Laos by either-side may.'i‘%
affect bargaining in Paris. President Nixon has said that a §
settlemenrt grf the war in Vietnam must mcIude the with- 1

drawal £]

Vigtna

LT S
e LI
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‘Meo General Leads Army of 40,000 Hill
" "Tribesmen inWarWith the

scrgeant with six ycars' spo- Y : ” » ?
radic schooling to become the ' Comm Un StS In Laos
head of the Laotian Meo, whose: At Disneyland he was given R o
number is estimated at 250,000. a Zorro suit as a jest, He %vore

He has in effect replaced in it recently, according to sources
that informal and powerful po- close to him, when he toured
sition a more educated and ex- the Plaine des Jarres, the vital

C area his forces rece -
perienced man, Touby Lyfoufmg. ‘tured, The general, anzf]};ffciZcpr‘
Mr. Touby, known as the King in the Laotian Army in addi-|

* By HENRY KAMM ' of the Mco, derived his power tion to his i

s%a’l to Tlse New York Times ° mal_ﬂly from commerce—rl)arge-,as a gl.l’ll:rll‘]i‘]l?ée é%g?rtz;'gltl;l?é:
VIENTIANE, Laos, Oct. 20—113’- it is believed, in opium. . uniforms, rakish caps and
iA short, wiry Mco mountain-| General Vang Pao, in an cf-|medals, and he wears them|
“eer who speaks French. like a fort to discourage the Meos|all with

——

In Washington, a Senate sub-
comntittee is meeting in closed;
isession to investigate the ob-
\__ .scure war that has been raging
for years in the kingdom of
'Laas. The following article is
~1he second in a series by corre-
-3 spondents of The New York
«Times giving the background of
‘what has been called the “twi-
ilight war” in the remote inte-
jrior of Laos.

B ™

. : h ) p 3 € anache,
‘Foreign Legion drill sergeant from growing opium poppies,| Genera Vang Pao, who ges- -
and ‘English like a foreign-born their favorite crop, replaces|ticulates in an agitated way : t

G.I is the toughest comman their losses with rice and other i :
‘on the anﬁ.cgmmunist Sidedie; supplies from the United Sates. when he speaks and is qux_ck
:the Laotian civil war. | He has further solidified his to anger when a question dis-

Maj. Gen, Vang Pao, or V.P. Position by choosing his wives,)|pleases him, has a gift for ex-
as he .is" referred to by his fsnmatqd at five or six, fromj|pressive language and cxple- _
iAmerican -admirers here, is the nfluential Méo clans. Polygamy|'tives, Discusting . the North

er’ is widespread among the Meo, v;
recipient of large-scale dircct and other mountain tribes. 1"5’2%“?;“%5:”;2;"5_228?“ d;rye:ng;f.

. ‘American assistance to kecp hisi Family groups rather thanllsrhis .
;follo\verg, the Meo hill people, bigger entities like king ori VER;"S 1:;0 '2{3' hﬂ"s"g}'ﬂfb@’;iyn‘l‘l}
n tl}e fight against the Com-‘muntry have the chief claim jjp my corner, 1 havé to thréh\‘w .
munist-led Pathet Lao forces'to-Meo Jovalties, and the gen- : s

PO p , ; him the hell out, don't 12"

and their North Victnamese |eral has also appointed seven|  cyyelt; !

o ; e . uelty does not shock Gen-,
fallies, who ‘have been t[)lngi or Eigh‘t heads of leadmg fam- eral Vang Pao, whose 'peop}e“

~

S

to take over Laos for years.

imen, is known as the Armée
‘Clandestine. )
 Although American officials
are not permitted to discuss
‘the subject,  their occasional
lapses. leave little doubt that
the general's backing comes
from the United States Central
Intelligence Agency. This im-
pression was sustained during
three weeks of discussions with
the best-informed Laotian and
American officials here.

In a fashion characteristi
of Laotian political and mill

tary figures, General Vang Pao

nection with the United States
despite its obvious role-here in
the protracted struggle. While
United States jet fighter-
bombers roar northward, he
denies that Armerican plancs
drop bombs in Laos.’ .
i At a recent meeting with
newsmen, his discussion of his
campaign to maintain control
of the vital Plaine des Jarres
was peppered ‘with American
military terms..
. American support has not
made the 40-year-old

. only
,‘(‘xrt‘eneral Vang Pao- the most im-

;gf'rtant general- in Laos; it has

o..allowed. & former  French/
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His force. estimated at 40 000 ilies to 8 council he has formed

frequently disclaims any con'.political activities.

around himself, He has given
them houses in the private cap-
ital the C.LA. built for him at
his secret military headquar-
ters—-at Long Cheng, near Sam
Thong, in the northeast—as
well as generous monthly sti-
pends and jeeps.

American money is providing
the largesse that makes polit-
ical power. But General Vang
Pao’s ability as a military lead-
er, recognized by the French,
and his flair for inspiring the
Meos to fight despite heavy
losses impel the United Stafes
to underwrite , not only the
clandestine ‘army but. also his

He is esteemed as one of the
few generals in Laos who can
be relied upon to use all weap-
ons turned over to him to arm

have been subjected to much,
of it by the Communist side.;
When a North Vietnamese pris-.
oner said to a reporter in the
'general's presence that he had’
been tortured . with electric;
shocks, the genéral commented
casually, “He did not want to:
tell the whole truth, so he was
forced -a little.” . B

The general travels to Thai-,
land often. It 1s believed that'
he confers there with CLA.:
ufficials, but Amertcan tAficials,
say he goes to see his doctor, ¢

On his first visit to the.
United States, he went to Fort,
Bragg, In North Carolina, where'
g!ze_.Spec,ial Forces traln, . ...i..%

his troops instead of allowing
them to disappear into a black
market in which they have to

be repurchased. And the weap-.
ons are turned against North .
' Vietnamese troops, whose infil-
'tration through Laos along the,
'Ho Chi Minh Trail is considered

'a major asset to the enemy in
South Vietnam., ,

Disneyland and Willlamsburg
As a reward for his services,

;General Vvang Pao paid ‘an un- \
'publicized visit~his second— .
ito the United States a few : :
months ago, from Disneyland! :
to Colonial Williamsburg, whicly
fmpressed him the most.. .. Au

I

”o-



